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Stories of Migration; Esther in Amsterdam and the Harlem Renaissance
October 15& 16 The Book of Esther in the Age of Rembrandt

Object List

Meet your Section in front of the Exhibition Entrance with ticket in hand

The Book of Esther is a narrative. Ask yourself how each painter tells the story. What moment in
the narrative is being depicted, and how can you tell? Who is the most important person in the
scene? What does the artist do to make them the focal point?

THE STORY:
1. The King demands his wife, Vashti, show off her beauty
Aert de Gelder, (Dutch, 1645-1727), The Banquet of Ahasuerus, 1680s, Oil on canvas
J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles
2. Esther prepares to go before the King

Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69), A Jewish Heroine from the Hebrew Bible, Oil on canvas,
1632-33, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa

Johannes van Noordt (c. 1620-c. 1675), The Toilette of Esther, c. 1660, Oil on panel
Private collection, courtesy of the Hoogsteder Museum Foundation, the Hague
3. Esther reads the royal decree
Studio of Salomon Koninck (Dutch, 1609-1656), Esther Reading the Royal Decree, mid-
seventeenth century or later, Oil on cradled panel, NCMA
4. Esther goes before the King

Jan Adriaensz. van Staveren (Dutch, 1613/14-1669), Esther before Ahasuerus, c. 1640-
1645, Oil on panel, The Leiden Collection, New York



5. Feast of Esther

Jan Lievens (Dutch, 1607-1674), The Feast of Esther, c. 1625 Oil on canvas, NCMA

6. Haman begging mercy

Pieter Lastman (Dutch, 1583-1633), Haman Begging the Mercy of Esther, 1618 or 1619
Oil on wood panel, National Museum, Warsaw

7. The wrath of Ahasuerus

Jan Steen (Dutch, 1626-1679), The Wrath of Ahasuerus, 1668-70, Qil on canvas
Museum Bredius, the Hague

Jan Steen (Dutch, 1626-1679), Esther, Ahasuerus, and Haman, c. 1668. Oil on canvas
Cleveland Museum of Art

Jan Steen (Dutch, 1626-1679). The Wrath of Ahasuerus, c. 1670, Oil on canvas, Barber
Institute of Fine Arts

8. Esther and Mordecai create Purim

Aert de Gelder, Dutch, (1645-1727) Esther and Mordecai, c.1685, Oil on canvas
Lent by Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of Design Museum

9. Esther meets Harriett Tubman

Fred Wilson (American, b. 1954), Queen Esther/Harriet Tubman, 1992
Ink on acetate, Jewish Museum, New York, Gift of the Artist



