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Italian Renaissance Art

February 1 Proto Renaissance to Early Renaissance



Tetrarchs, c. 305 carved from porphyry 
(purple marble) Corner of the facade of
San Marco, Venice



Colossal body parts of Constantine sculpture, 313 
court yard of Capitoline Museum, Rome





Basilica of Maxentius and Constantine, 312 





Christ as Sol Invictus, 

detail of a vault mosaic in the 
Mausoleum of Julii, Rome,  
late 3rd century 



Nave of the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore, Rome 432-40



triforium mosaics







Funerary Stele of Priest 
Dionysios and his Wife 
Tertia, c. 240-260   NCMA

From Phrygia in Asia Minor



Funerary Monument for Sextus Maelius Stabilio, Vesinia Iucunda, and Sextus 
Maelius Faustus, 1st Century     marble relief, NCMA



Emperor Constantine I, 
presenting a model of the 
city to Virgin Mary.

Detail of the 
southwesternentrance 
mosaic in Hagia Sophia 
(Istanbul, Turkey).



Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, 532-37





southwestern entrance mosaic 
in Hagia Sophia 
(Istanbul, Turkey)





Catherdal of San Marco, Venice, Begun 1063









Byzantine, 13th Century, Enthroned Madonna and Child
National Gallery of Art, Washington DC 

detail







Circle of the Berlinghieri Family 
(Italian, active about 1200-1274)
Madonna and Child, c. 1230-40
Tempera and gold leaf on panel      
NCMA 





Circle of the Berlinghieri Family 
(Italian, active about 1200-1274)

Madonna and Child,
c. 1230-40

Tempera and gold leaf on panel      
NCMA 



Reunited: Francescuccio Ghissi’s St. John Altarpiece











Cimabue (c.1240-1302)
Maestà, c.1280
Louvre



Circle of the Berlinghieri      
Madonna & Child
c.1230-40   2’ 4” x 1’7”  
NCMA

Cimabue, Madonna Enthroned with 
Angels and Prophets, c. 1280-1290 
Tempera on wood, 12’7” x 7’4”      
Uffizi, Florence



Circle of the Berlinghieri      
Madonna & Child,           
c. 1230-40   2’ 4” x 1’7”  
NCMA

Cimabue, Madonna Enthroned with 
Angels and Prophets, c. 1280-1290 
Tempera on wood, 12’7” x 7’4”      
Uffizi, Florence



Cimabue, Madonna Enthroned with 
Angels and Prophets, c. 1280-1290 
Tempera on wood, 12’7” x 7’4”      
Uffizi, Florence

Giotto, Madonna & Child, c. 1310 
Tempera on wood, 10’6” x    6’7”    
Uffizi, Florence 









1230-1240 1280-1290 c. 1310



Giovanni Pisano (c.1250-1314)
Madonna and Child, 
from the Baptistry, Pisa
1298-1301 



Giovanni Pisano (c.1250-1314)
Madonna and Child, 
Arena Chapel, Padua, 
c. 1305-06





Giotto Di Bondone & Assistants, "Peruzzi Altarpiece," 
c.1310-1315  Tempera & Gold Leaf on Panel  NCMA







Giotto Di Bondone & Assistants, "Peruzzi Altarpiece," 
c.1310-1315  tempera & gold leaf on panel  NCMA















Giotto (1277-1337)      
Arena Chapel

Padua, Italy  1305













Puccio Capanna,
The Crucifixion c. 1330 
Tempera & gold leaf on 
panel       NCMA





Masaccio, 
Enthroned Madonna and Child
1426, Panel
National Gallery, London









Santa Marie del Carmine



Masaccio (1401-1428)
Brancacci Chapel,
Church of Santa Maria del Carmine
Tribute Money,  c. 1427   fresco





"picture window" of Renaissance vision--through perspective (linear and 
atmospheric), chiaroscuro (strong shagows) and foreshortening







Lorenzo Ghiberti (Italian, 1378–1455). 
Gates of Paradise, 1425–52. Gilt bronze





Paolo Uccelle (1397-1475), 
Funeral Monument to Sir John Hawkwood, 
c.1436  fresco   Florence Cathedral





Fra Filippo Lippi,
Madonna of Tarquinia, 1437
Tempera on panel
Galleria Nazionale d'Arte Antica, Rome





Primavera (Allegory of Spring), c.1482, Uffizi



Sandro Botticelli, Birth of Venus, c. 1484-1486                          
tempera on canvas,   Uffizi, Florence



Venus de Medici
Uffizi, Florence

Sandro Botticelli, Birth of Venus, 
c. 1484-1486    Uffizi, Florence





Sandro Botticelli and Assistants, The Adoration of the Child, c.1500  NCMA







Leonardo da Vinci, The Madonna 
of the Carnation, c. 1478-1480 
Alte Pinakothek, Munich 

Botticelli, Madonna and Child with 
St. John the Baptist, 1468, Louvre



Muscarelle Museum of Art, Williamsburg    muscarelle.org




